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There are two classes of people

A wise man should mark out people, in general, into two
kinds and should adopt a certain attitude towards each. There
are the masses with whom he has to be reserved, self-restrained,
and wide awake in every word and action. There are the classes in
whose presence he exchange his harshness and vigour for affa-
bility, benignity, bounty and deliberation. It is but one in a thou-
sand who can dare take a place amonge these. All of them are
distinguished for their sound judgment and trustworthiness, be-

ing confidential and of an unswerving idelity.
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THE CALIPH’S SYMPATHY

Once Hatim Ibn El Nouman called upon the Commander of
the Faithful, Omar lbn Abdel-Aziz, whom he found weeping,
“What sets you weeping Prince of Believers?” asked Hatim. Liftiug
up his head and sighing deeply, the Emir exclaimed,"I weep for
the ignorant who are forsaken, the poor who are starving, the
sick who are destitule, the naked who toil in vain, the oppressed
who are stricken, the unfortunate who are held in captivity and
the old father who has a long train of children and has but scanly

means. I fear death will overtake me before I have sufficient time
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to carry out my work and meet God with a pure conscience and

a heart free of all responsibilities.
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