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'Praeter multiplices rerum humanarum casus caelo terraque prodigia &
fulminum monitus & futurorum praesagia, laeta tristia, ambigua
manifesta. Nec enim unquam atrocioribus populi Romani cladibus,
magisve justis indiciis approbatum est, non esse curae Diis securitatem
nostram, esse ultionem.' Hist. lib. i. 3. Augustus's quarrel with Neptune is
an instance of the same kind. Had not the emperor believed Neptune to be
a real being, and to have dominion over the sea, where had been the
foundation of his anger? And if he believed it, what madness to provoke
still farther that deity? The same observation may be made upon
Quintilian's exclamation, on account of the death of his children, lib. vi.
Praef.
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